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C. townsendii, and B hesperus in west central
Nevada likely give birth sometime in late June
or early July. These dates are similar to those
reported by Hall (1946).

The number of individuals and species we
captured at individual sites was highly variable.
Our mist-netting surveys focused on water
sources. Preference for foraging over open
water varies with bat species (Fenton et al.
1980), and interspecific foraging strategies
may have influenced the species captured.
However, during active periods most bat
species do drink nightly (Kunz 1982), and
many of the water sources we visited were the
only ones available for many kilometers in any
direction. It is likely that bat populations in
these areas are dependent on these isolated
water supplies, Other factors that possibly
influenced our capture results are the place-
ment and configuration of mist-nets (Kunz and
Kurta 1988) and temporal variation in bat
activity (Hayes 1997).

C. townsendii, M. ciliolabrum, and P hespe-
rus were found hibernating in 27% of the mines
we surveyed. Similar results have been obtained
by others. In a winter survey of 85 mines in
central Nevada, Alcorn (1944) found 14 C,
townsendii in 12 mines, 19 M. ciliolabrum in
14 mines, and 6 B hesperus in 3 mines. Szew-
czak et al. (1998) also found C. townsendii and
M. ciliolabrum to be scattered sparsely through-
out mines in the Inyo and White Mountains of
eastern California and western Nevada.

We found no difference in average temper-
ature and relative humidity between used and
nonused mines. However, evidence suggests
that bats select hibernacula that provide stable
temperature and humidity regimes (Humphrey
1978, Genter 1986). Since our temperature
and relative humidity data were collected on

only a single visit, we have no information on .

how these varied over the winter. A lack of
mines providing stable environments would
help explain why the majority of mines we
surveyed did not contain bats,

Thorough knowledge of the current distri-
bution of any species is necessary to maintain
existing populations. Results of this study con-
tribute some important information on bat dis-
tribution and use of mine adits for hibernacula
in west central Nevada, but much work remains
to be done. Data on roost and foraging-site
selection are needed to develop a better un-
derstanding of bat species within this region.
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